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(b) Description. A bronze compass rose
111⁄16-inches circumscribing diameter
suspended by the pointer and charged
with an eagle volant carrying two
lightning flashes in its talons. The
points of the compass rose on the re-
verse are modeled with the central por-
tion plain. The medal is suspended
from a moired silk ribbon 13⁄8 inches in
length and 13⁄8 inches in width, com-
posed of a band of ultramarine blue (1⁄8-
inch), a band of golden orange (1⁄4-inch),
a band of ultramarine blue (5⁄8-inch), a
band of golden orange (1⁄4-inch), and a
band of ultramarine blue (1⁄8-inch), by a
ring engaging the pointer.

(E.O. 9158, May 11, 1942, 7 FR 3541, as amend-
ed by E.O. 9242A, Sept. 11, 1942, 7 FR 7874)

§ 578.12a Joint Service Commendation
Medal.

Department of Defense Directive
1348.14, 25 June 1963, established the
Joint Service Commendation Medal
This decoration is awarded in the name
of the Secretary of Defense and shall
take precedence with, but before, the
Army Commendation Medal when both
are worn on the uniform. The decora-
tion is not awarded to any individual
for a period of service for which an-
other meritorious decoration has been
awarded.

(a) Eligibility. Any member of the
Armed Forces of the United States who
distinguishes himself by meritorious
achievement or service while serving in
any assignment specified in paragraph
(b) of this section after 1 January 1963
is eligible for this award. The required
achievement or service, while of lesser
degree than that required for award of
the Legion of Merit, must nevertheless
have been accomplished with distinc-
tion.

(b) Joint activities. Military personnel
assigned to the following joint activi-
ties are eligible for the award:

(1) Office of the Secretary of Defense.
(2) Organization of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff.
(3) Defense Supply Agency.
(4) National Security Agency.
(5) Other Department of Defense

agencies or joint activities reporting
through the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

(6) Headquarters, unified and special
commands.

(7) Headquarters of joint task forces,
joint commands or control groups, re-
porting through the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, unified, specified or subordinate
joint commanders, to include service
components assigned to a joint com-
mand for exercise purposes (e.g.,
STRIKE Command).

(8) Other joint activities reporting to
commanders of unified or specified
commands (e.g., Military Assistance
Advisory Groups or Joint Missions).

[29 FR 527, Jan. 22, 1964]

§ 578.13 Army Commendation Medal.
(a) Criteria. The Army Commendation

Medal established by the Secretary of
War on December 18, 1945, and amended
in Department of the Army General Or-
ders 10, 1960, is awarded to any mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the United
States who, while serving in any capac-
ity with the Army after December 6,
1941, shall have distinguished himself
by meritorious achievement or meri-
torious service. (See figure 1.)

(1) The required meritorious achieve-
ment or meritorious service while of
lesser degree than that required for the
award of the Legion of Merit must nev-
ertheless have been accomplished with
distinction and must have been of the
same degree as required for the award
of the Bronze Star Medal or Air Medal.
An award may be made when the oper-
ational requirements for the award of
the Bronze Star Medal have not been
fully met.

(2) An award may be made for acts of
outstanding courage which do not meet
the requirements for an award of the
Soldier’s Medal.

(3) An award for meritorious service
will not normally be made for a period
of service of less than 6 months’ dura-
tion.

(4) The Army Commendation Medal
will not be awarded to general officers.

(5) It is particularly desirable that
emphasis be placed on the award of this
decoration to outstanding company
grade officers, warrant officers, and en-
listed personnel whose achievements
and services meet the prescribed stand-
ards.

(6) Awards may be made upon letter
application to The Adjutant General to
any individual commended after De-
cember 6, 1941, and prior to January 1,
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